ATTORNEY GENERAL
OF TEXAS

AvsTin, TEXAS 78711
CRAWFORD C. MIARTIN

ATTORNEY GENERAL

March 13, 1972

Honorable Joe Carroll, Jr. Opinion No. M-1097

County Attorney,; Bell County

Bell County Courthouse Re: Jurisdiction of the County
Belton, Texas 76513 Court and County Court at

Law of Bell County

Dear Mr, Carroll:

In your recent letter you have requested the opinion
of this department on three questlions, as follows:

"1. Is Art. 1970a constitutional, and if so:

"2, Does the Bell County Court at Law have
concurrent Jurisdictlion with the Bell
County Distriet Courts when the amount
in controversy exceeds $1,000.00 and
does not exceed $5,000.00 exclusive of
interest?

"3, Does the Bell County Court have concur-
rent jurisdietion with the Bell County
District Courts when the amount of con-
troversy exceeds $1,000.00 and does not
exceed $5,000.00 exclusive of interest?”

_ Essentilal to a reply to your questlions is recogniticn
of the fact that the County Court of Bell County is a constltu-
tional court, provided for under Article V, Section 15, of the
Constitutlion of Texas. The County Court at Law of Bell County,
on the other hand, was created by the Leglslature by Article
1970-350, Vernon's Civil Statutes*, under authority of Article

#* A1l references to Articles are to Vernon's Cilvil Statutes.
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V, Section 1 of the Constitution, and is therefore a statutory
court only.

The answer to your first question is in the afflrm-
ative, Article V, Section 1 of the Constitution, in addition
to providing that the Legislature may establish such other
courts as 1t may deem necessary, also provlides that the Legis-
lature may "prescribe the jurisdiction and organization there-
of." Jordan v. Crudgington, 149 Tex. 237, 231 S.W.2d 641 (1950).

In answer to your second questlion, the Bell County
Court at Law pursuant to Article 1970a, has concurrent Jjurls-
diction with the district court in civll cases, wherein the
subject matter in controversy is within the constitutional
Jurisdiection of the county court, and wherein the amount in
controversy exceeds 1in value $500 but does not exceed $5,000,
exclusive of interest.

The County Court at Law 1s a statutory court, and
thus clearly comes under the provislons of Artlcle 1970a, which
was enacted by the 62nd Legislature, Regular Session, 1971,
effective June 15, 1971, and reads as follows:

"All county courts at law, county civil
courts, and other statutory courts exerclsing
clivil Jurisdiction corresponding to the ccnsti-
tutional Jurisdictlon of the county court in
clvil cases shall have Jjurisdiction concurrent
with that of the district court when the matter
in controversy shall exceed in value Flve Hun-
dred Dollars ($500) and shall not exceed Five
Thousand Dollars ($5,000) exclusive of interest.”

The answer to your third question is in the negative.
The County Court of Bell County is a constitutional court and
does not come under the provisions of Article 1970a. 1Its
Jurisdiction 1is governed by Article V, Secticn 16 of the Consti-
tution, and in no event has the Ccurt jurisdiction in a civil
case wherein the amount in controversy exceeds $1,000, exclu-
sive of linterest.

SUMMARY

Article 197Ca, Vernon's Civil Statutes,
enacted by the 62nd Legislature, Regular Sessicn,
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1871, 1s constltutional.

Under Article 1970a the County Court at
Law of Bell County exercilses concurrent Jjuris-
diction with the dlstrlct courts in civil cases,
where the subject matter in controversy 1s within
the constitutlonal jurlsdiction of the county
court, and where the amount In controversy ex-
ceeds in value $500 but does not exceed $5,000,
exclusive of interest.

Article 1970a does not apply to the County
Court of Bell County, and its Jjurlsdiction is
fixed by Article V, Section 16 of the Constitu-
tion, not to extend to a c¢ivil case 1n which the
amount in controversy exceeds $1,000, exclusive
of interest. )
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